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Nh ? s SHALL in this diſboltſs, omit all 

1 5 Uiſputes concerning any point of 
religion in difference between you 
S 1 —4 and us; but ſhall be ready at an 

W D fealbrable time, when you 
pat we it, to maintain the truth of my 
-own 1 on againſt all your objections, and 
to give you, as I ought to do, what information 
Jam able, ahd you capable of, and Willing to 
n 

1 ſhall likewiſe omit (but not diſclaim the 
Amte) all thoſe arguments for the ent of 
Tythes by divine n which are — 
$3847" ll *,- | | 
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wileftof yon will not be able to anwer. 

1 ſhall; only then argue with you upon the 
common principles of juſtice and equity; Which 
are founded upon natural reaſon, eſtabliſn d by 
the laws of nations, and in general confirm'd 
by the lay of God. For they are indiſpenſably 
neceBiry. to pteſerve the world from continual 
war and confuſion, and are ſuch as you are and 
muſt be guided by, in the common affairs of 
1 FR. F 

1 Lou muſt &Knowlelge . diſtinction be- 
ftwixt right and wrong founded in nature, even 
before there were any aws of men, by which 
actions may be call'd juſt or unjuſt.” 

2. Tou thuſt (knowledge that the boyins 
daties of rights were the laws of nations, by 

which every man had his particular inheritance 
7 unto him; and by them was protected 
from the injuries of other men. For no man 
holds his rights from the law of nature, for that 
meddles not with particular portions and divi- 
ſions ; nor from the creation, for Adam had, all, 
and the diviſion, came in alter, , by. laws, and 
agrecinents, - as the world INCT | d. Nor does 
any man hold his eſtate immediately from the 
law of God, vis. not from the Old 3 
for that divided no part but the land of Canaan; 


« 


nor from the Goſpel, for Chriſt: refus d to be 
a judge or a divider in any ſuch caſes. Every 
; 5 | 8 . | . man.- 


3 him in his life and eſtate, and "oooh 


ww 
man muſt therefore go to the laws of the” kings 
— in Which he lives, both for the a 


. of his rights, and for his ſecurity a ae nN 


d ee W me dus inge 
then rights are thus 
alt ſettled by the -, ore power of every na- 
tion; then 2 diviſion that. power has 
7 — d, or whatſoever portions it has allotted 
uch a man, ſuch a family, or ſuch an order 
all and every ſuch part or portion 


ande e and Banded by the 11 au- 


thority. And that man that has nine parts of 
eritance; if he "Yiolently detains a tenth 

from him, to whom it is due, and on whom it is 
ſertted! by the ſame laws, that protect him in 
His 5 of his nine Pete: Tay, ke} 
man that commits this violence, | offends; - 
apainſt"the commor rules of and 5 
in not doing as he wou'd be done by; for he 
wou'd not be content that the owner of the 


renth' ſhou'd take away any of Kis nine 


24lz.” He violates the law of the nation, which 


quently the law of God; which commands 
all obedience to that authority, eſpecially in all 
ſich matters of a temporal concern. And laſtly, 
by that act he renounces all protection from 


that law, in not allow ing it to protect another 


that has the ſame right, and FOE furns"all 
things into a ſtate of confuſion. "I 


3 3 1 
1. But perhaps you, will anſwer, that all this 
is to be allow d, as to the common divi- 
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ſions and diſtinctions of every man's: rights and 
inheritances; but that you cannot allow that, 
moreover and beſides that common diviſion; a 3 
tenth ſhou'd be taken out of one man's * 
labour and employment, and * as a e 
inheritance to another. : . 


1 75 which I anſwer; Wot 
1. That the {ame laws, that 255 do 155 
| one, can do the other; and the laws that 
prote& you in the en njoyment of the one, may 
Protect him in the enjoy yment of the other. 
2. As to what you intimate, that Tythes are 
demanded not only of natural — but 
alſo of your laborious and chargeable improve- 
ments; there is ſtill the ſame 1 right 
in law, and the king has power to lay an im- 
ſt upon... trades, manufactures, commodities, 
and on whatever is either found out or im- 
prov'd by the induſtry. or skill of man; and 
this you know he commonly does. Now ir vou 
allow of paying tribute, tax, cuſtom, to whom 
it is due according to the doctrine and practice 
of Chriſt, upon the ſame reaſons and principles 
you muſt allow the payment of Tythes, which 
are demanded by the like authority And tho 
it be call d Tythe or Tenth, no 2 word 
for cuſtom or tribute, that cannot make it leſs | 
due; for tenths and fifteenths were uſually paid 
to our kings by way of ſubſidy, and as common 
taxes. 
+ aus Faw mud take notice too, that the title of 
thoſe that poſſeſs the 'Tythes, i is very 3 
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one eftate has been in the poſſeſſion of the — 


ſuperſtition. 
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and indeed of longer date, than perhaps 


ancient family in this nation. So that if they 
were taken from that ſort of men, - call'd. the 
clergy, yet they belong no more to him that 
has poſſeſſion of the nine parts, than to any 
other. For if he be a freeholder, he never 
bought any more than the nine parts; if he be 


a tenant, he never hir'd more; and therefore 
has no right to the tenth, till it be legally 
confer'd upon him, e e JOY 


Second Objection, 2 
But you will object again, that there was 


corruption in the firſt ſettlement of Tythes, and 
that they were given in the times of Popery and 


To which I anſwer; Wo 
1. That it belongs to the magiſtrate, and not 


to private perſons to remove corruptions, eſpe- 


cially ſuch as relate to the eſtates, and temporal 
concerns-of tde people. 
2. The objection is wholly falſe. For 


Tythes were paid before the corruptions of the 
church of Rome; even toward the end of the 


firſt 400 years, as Mr. John Selden confeſſes in 


his Fiſtory of Tythes, c. 4, and in his Review 


upon the ſame chapter. 85 
3. That they were ſettled by the authority 
of the ſecular power, as you will find in the 


 foremention'd author; and tho' the Pope did 


oftentimes interpoſe his power, yet it was not 
8 2 hy about 


about their payment, but about the-appropria= 
tions of Tythes to monaſteries and abbies, the 
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nurſeries of Pepiſb faction. ai dt: ee 
4. If we do grant a great corruption in the 
ſirſt ſettlement, Who are the wrong d perſons 
from whom the tenth was taken, that they may 
be righted, and reſtoration made N ot thoſe that 
were the firſt donors of the tenths, for they 
gave them voluntarily, as John Selden main- 
tains, and Where they pleas d; which volun- 
tary gift was afterwards ſettled by. authority, 

with the conſent of the givers, or their heirs. 
Again, you are not the wrong d perſons, for the 

_ reaſons abovemention d, becauſe you never 
bought or hir d that part; nor was it left you 
by your forefathers, but your lands came to you 
with the ſame duty and cuſtom of payi 
Tythe upon them. Which if it be remoy'd, 
it muſt be done by the ſupreme legiſlative 
power, by the king and parliament, the ſame 

authority that firſt impos d it. And 


ö if in that 
caſe they ſhou'd yield to your perſuaſion to take 
away Tythes from the . miniſter, beſure they 
_ Wwou'd not give them to you, For kmgs. do 
not uſually give that away which. they ma 
fairly take themſelyes. For Henry the ,cigh 
taking Tythes from the abbies and monaſteries, 
annex d them to the crown, and then gave an 
ſald them to lay impropriators; but not pecu- 
liarly to them that were in poſſeſſion: of the 
nine parts. So that ſtill, and for ever no doubt, 
28 long as there is government, this n 
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of the tenth part from the nine will continue, 
tho Tythes be taken from the church. a T 
Third Objettion. „ 
Tou uſually fay that you read in the Book af 
Martyrs of ſome that have been ſufferers, if 
not martyrs for the non-payment of Tythes; 
and fo conſequently have maintain d your prin- 
eile. 7 N 168. eee 
Without putting you to reaſons, why you 
depend ſo. much upon the authority of that 


book, which is not ſeripture, nor altogether 


truth; nor indeed is every man a Martyr, that 
is there recorded as one; I anſwer that what 
you object is wholly falſe. For, | 
xt, Such as you in the Book of Martyrs, 
as John Wieckliffe, Malter Brute, William. 
Thorpe, and others, ate not condemn'd for not 
paying of Tythes, but for holding againſt the 
doctrine of a fort of men call'd the Canone, 
that the paying of Tythes was not Jure Divino, 
or of diyine right. And therefore, was it that 
the poſition of Micbliſſe was condemn'd in the. 
council of Conſtance. It's abſurd to imagine that 
they, like you, refuſed the payment of Tythes, 
and ſo were perſecuted. For they were moſt 
of them eccleſiaſticks, or univerſity- men, and 


ſo had nothing to pay Tythes of, but rather 


liv'd by Tythes. And no doubt too, they 
were better chriſtians than to become Martyrs. 
for the fake of their 77 or their goods. Ig 


(10 ) DMs” 
a word, they only denied the divine right o 
Tythes, but never denied that they were due 
by the laws of the ſecular power. 
. They, nor any elſe that you ever read of, 
were ever martyrs for that poſition about pay- 
ing of Tythes; but for points of deeper concern 
to the church, For the Dommicans, and Fran- 
ciſcans eſpecially, made it a gainful doctrine to 
teach laymen, that they were not bound to 
pay Tythesto the miniſters, as to whom by the 
law of God that portion. neceſſarily belong'd 
(v. Fobn' Seld. biſtory of Tythes, p. 166) and yet 
we never find that they were condemn'd, or 
fo much as cenſur d for that poſition. * 


Fyurth Objel tin. l eh 2 
You ſay that we demand Tythes as the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel, which you will not own, and 
ſo by keeping that 7ew//riteand ceremony, we 
hold the firſt covenant in force, and thence imply 


* 


that Chriſt is not come in the fleſh, _ 


1. That we do not renounce the title of 
miniſters of the goſpel, not a right to a main- 
tenance from thence, according to the rule of the 
Apoſtle St. Paul, 1 Gor. ix. 7, 11, 13, 14. and 
Gal. vi. 7. and other places, where a mainte- 
nance is aſſerted as due; and the Apoſtle argues 
from inſtances out of the old law, as in the 
foremention'd 1 Cr. ix. 8, 9, 13. And 
yet I hope you will not ſay he annulls or makes 


Void the fecond covenant, and eſtabliſnes the 


firſt, 
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firſt; But true indeed, as for a tenth or 
goſpel, or writings of the Apoſtles. Nor in- 


in that caſe, having not the concurrence of the 
ſecular power. But without making that plea, 
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preferib'd part, that we demand not from the 


cou'd Chrift or the Apoſtles well preſcribe 
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we demand Tythes by the laws of that King 
dom, under the protection of which we 15 


7 


and you enjoy your nine parts, even all that | 
| is have, and that by no better or firmer laws | 
than we enjoy our tenth. 


2. That you might not imagine that Tythes 
are paid to miniſters purely as ſuch, you know 
our ſelves that in many places in England 
ythes are lay-inheritances, and demanded by 


0 


laymen, by the fame laws of the nation, and 


in the ſame courts that the clergy demand 


them. 80 that if any of your profeſſion, be- 
fore he turn'd to the ſame, had purchas'd or 
ſucceeded into ſuch an inheritance, he wou'd 


certainly have been of this opinion, that Tythes 
were due by the law of the nation, and ought 
to be paid, or wou'd never have embrac d that 


profeſſion that ſhou d abſurdly maintain the 


i 5 5 TR 4 | . | | | 
3. You miſtake in imagining that paying of 
Tythes was a part of the ceremonial law, or was 


typical, and ſo now aboliſh'd. For it was rather 


rt of the polity of the Jetoiſb government, |; 
and ſo of the judicial law; as was the dividing 


of the land of Ciznaan into ſeveral 8 
and allotting them to ſeveral tribes. 


Was not 
the alloting of the tenthis to the Levites of the 
r 1 : ſame 
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ame nature and- inſtitution ? And might- not 
then William the conqueror allow to ſuch and 
ſuch families ſuch and ſuch portions of lands, 


and retain the tenth thereof to himſelf, or be- 


ſtow it upon ſome order of men? Or might he 
not divide his people into three ranks, the 
nobility, commons, and clergy, giving ſeveral 
manſions to the two former, and to the laſt the 
tenths of all their lands and improvements, and 


all this without being thought Jewiſb, or re- 


taining the old covenant ? Princes may, and do 


imitate the policy of any ſtate, and why then 
not that of the nin; th ? Nay, they muſt take 

ern from other governments, even from 
thoſe that are heathens; or elſe government 
wou'd ſoon be remoy'd' from its foundation, 
and ſo fall to pieces. Tho Solon and Lycurgus 
were heathen lawgivers, yet their wholſome 
laws may be ſafely made uſe of by chriſtian 
princes, without the imputation of being hea- 
thens. And therefore our laws may ſurely eſta- 


bliſh the paying of Tythes, without eftabliſh- - 


ing the firſt coycnant, or beine ceremonial or 


Jewiſh. 
To conclude, [ * of you to conſider of the 


; Whole caſe in point of conſcience. 


1. Then, if you are to —_ the powers, 


| Which are ordain'd of God, as I ſuppoſe you 


will not deny ; I pray tell me in what you can 


obey them, if not in theſe matters of right and 
wrong, and matters of your eſtate, which we | 


pu rely 


„ INS IE: Joe. 1a 


hazard the breaking any one precept. 


1 6 (630 
arely of a temporal concern, and belong not to 
he 4 ry for the Kingdom of Chriſt was not 


of this world. | . 
2. If you allow the paying of taxes, tribute, 
cuſtom and the like; why do you deny the 
payment of Tythes, which is ſo much of the 


fame nature, and may be paid to the king, 
and has been annext to his crown, and ſo a part 
of his revenue; and likewiſe is daily paid to 


laymen by the king's laws? Had a tenth 
been demanded of Chriſt inſtead of tribute, 
 wou'd he not have pai it ? Or did he enquire 
for what uſe it was! 


Whether for the mainte- 
nance of lazy prieſts, as you call us, or idolatry, 
or the like? No, but he gave it, becauſe it 

was demanded by a lawful authority. 1 5 
3. In point of conſcience, der whether 

to with more than is due, can poſſibly be 
a ſin? When our Saviour tells us, St. Mat. v. 
40. St. Luke vi. 29. If any man will ſue thee 
at the law, and take away thy coat, let him take 
thy cloak alſo. And the primitive and beſt 


chriſtians never look'd upon their eſtates and 


ſſeſſions ſo dear to them, as either to. become 
— for them, or thereby to make any 


diviſion or oppoſition, or any breach of charity; 


but were rather ready to part 55 all, than to 


"Y 
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| Laſtly, it cannot then be poſſibly a fin to 


part with one's inheritance, in ſuch a cafe, de- 


manded by ſuch authority; I lays not with 


one's whole eſtate, much leſs a ſmall part or 


portion. But obſtinately to detain what is de- 


manded 
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manded by that authority which God com- 


manded us to obey in all ſuch matters, may 

oſſibly be ſinful; you cannot be ſure but K 
is ſo; the ſin of injury, in taking from him 
that has no other livelyhood; a fin too, which 


vou cannot truly and ſoundly repent of without 


fatisfaQion and reſtitution. So that your doctrine 


of non-payment of Tythes is founded upon very 


unſafe and hazardous, if not wicked and per- 
nicious principles; which will only contribute to 
the great ſcandal of your profeſſion, when for 


all your pretended ſtrictneſs in your Ways, men 


will have but the greater reaſon and occaſion to 
ſaſpe& you gu ry, both of hypocriſy and co- 


vetouſneſs, and ſay that, as the Phariſees for a 
pretence made long prayers, but deyour'd 
widows houſes, ſo you make great appearances 
of devotion, but injuriouſly eat up the bread of 
„ I: . . | 
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Ythe is by the very laws of this kingdom, 

to deriye the pedegree no farther, as much 
the miniſter's own, held by the ſame tenure 
of donation firſt, then of parliamentary con- 
firmation, that any man's inheritance deſcends 
unto him; and therefore to demand them, is no 
more than to demand a rent of a tenant; ina 


word, it is a direct right, and not a gratuity. - 


Tythes 


(15) 


Tythes were granted by the bounty and mus 
nificence of the firſt monarchs of this realm to 
the clergy, out of all the lands of the kingdom, 
and the perpetual payment thereof laid as a rent» 
charge for the church on the ſame, before any 
thereof was demis'd to others. Ethelwulf, the 
2d monarch r Saxon race after the heptarchy, 
confer'd the Tythes of all the kingdom upon 
the church by his royal charter. And whatever 
right any owner may have to the other nine 
parts, either of fee ſimple, leaſe or copy; he | 
hath certainly none at all in the Tythe o 
tenth, which is no more his than the other ning © 
parts are the clergy's. OR Fay 
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